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OPEN BURNING 
Chapter 10, Section 2, Open burning restrictions addresses restrictions and 
requirements on specific burning practices such as unlawful open burning; emergency 
open burning; refuse burning; open burning of trade wastes, for salvage operations, for 
fire hazards, and for firefighter training; and vegetative material open burning.  The 
regulatory requirements within Section 2 became effective on May 14, 2004. The 
WDEQ-AQD District Compliance staff will administer Section 2. Section 2 is not 
applicable to burns for recreational purposes, cooking of food, providing warmth for 
human beings, branding of animals, and handheld fire extinguisher training. 

There are some extra things that may not be regulatory requirements that you can do to 
help your neighbors breathe more easily when conducting open burning. 

• Contact neighboring residence(s), workplace(s), or other place(s) where people 
congregate prior to igniting the open burn. 

• Do not burn closer than 500 feet on other property to a neighboring residence, 
workplace, or other place where people congregate to minimize the impacts from 
smoke. 

• Conduct burning during the daytime hours between one hour after sunrise and 
two hours before sunset to minimize the impacts from smoke. 

• Don't burn if the wind direction would cause smoke to blow toward a neighboring 
residence, workplace, or other place where people congregate. 

• Don't burn on very calm or cold days, when there is likely to be an atmospheric 
inversion that will trap smoke near the ground. 

• Burn in the morning when the winds are minimal, so smoke will blow away with 
higher afternoon winds. 

• Attend and observe the open burn at all times and take corrective action (e.g., 
notify those nearby that will be impacted by the smoke and/or extinguish the 
burn) if the observed smoke dispersion and direction change causing the smoke 
to impact a neighboring residence, workplace, or other place where people 
congregate. 

 

  





 


